Auditory brainstem evoked potentials in evaluating the efficacy of surgical ventilation of the middle ear.
Conductive hearing loss in children is most commonly associated with Secretory otitis media (S.O.M.). Since auditory brainstem evoked potentials (ABEP) reflect conductive damage in prolonged peak latencies, the present study evaluated the efficacy of surgery for ventilating the middle ear, by comparing changes in peak latencies. These changes were compared in 4 groups of children (4-12 years old): children with S.O.M. in the past, who recovered as a result of conservative treatment; children with S.O.M. in the past, who had been operated on with insertion of ventilation tubes (V.T.); children with S.O.M. in the past, who had been operated on and who still had V.T. at the time of study, and a control group with healthy ears. In all, 183 ears were tested. The results indicate that there is no significant audiometric and electrophysiological difference between the groups who recovered with or without V.T.